Ohio River Existing and Proposed Community Efforts

The following series of maps identify various existing natural and built amenities,
ongoing projects, and proposals aimed at enhancing recreational uses on the Ohio
River.

The first map depicts the Ohio River from the Dashield Dam to the downstream tip
of Neville Island. It should be noted that the landscape architecture firm, Klavon
Design Associates, has developed a significant proposal to revitalize the Sewickley
Borough waterfront. The second and third maps focus on Neville Island. Map 2
presents the western residential side of the Island, including Montour run. Map 3
presents the eastern industrial portion of the Island and the municipalities of Ben
Avon, Avalon, and Bellevue. The landscape design firm, Environmental Planning
and Design, LLC (EPD) has developed proposals to restore the river corridor and
connect it to existing trails and town centers in the area represented in map 3.
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Ohio River Water Trail

Klavon Design Associates: Sewickley Project

Klavon Design Associates have been developing the
Sewickley Project since 1996. The project primarily consists
of a riverfront pak located along Sew’ckely’s Ohio river
banks and a boat landing at the ter~ination of Walnut St.
The landing will connect recreationa;‘ _lisels_pf the river to the
shops, restaurants, and businesses existing on Walnut St.
Currently, the Sewickley Council must acquire a key property
owned by Norfolk Southern Corporation. Norfolk has already
agreed to lease the land to the Borough of Sewickley. For
more i ion regarding the Sey y Project please
visit: https//www.klavondesign.com
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Map 1: Sewickley

We have been boating on the Ohio for the last 20 years and
feel like we’re on a vacation every day. We meet with friends
and have impromptu picnics.

~Mary Lou Lewellyn

My interest lies w/ historical aspects. History tourists are good
friends of environment and recreational sites. We have a very historic
riverfront, French Indian war, etc. Should really consider educational
tours by rail or boat. Understanding of who we are as a people.
~Doug McGregor

With park in Sewickley you could look at the schools in the short
radius and integrate with their programming with educational
ideas...

~Charles Cooper

A lot of the older communities have roads that were already
laid out to the river... Industry took over, but public right away
still exists...In Sewickly these roads are still there.

~John Stephens




Ohio River Water Trail

Map 2: Neville Island, Montour Run,
Coraopolis

The most urgent need | saw today was the need to connect the
Montour trail to the river.

~Michael Koryak

There is a beautiful trail along Montour Run. Water has improved
dramatically...This trail head stops 400-500 feet above the
river...[these are] two wonderful assets that could complement
each other that currently don’t connect. There is about 5-15 acres
of flood plain forest. Woodgreaves and wood ducks and migrating
Kilbuc¢ birds congregate along there. Montour run trail has been there
about 10 years—it’s part of the great Allegheny passage.
~Michael Koryak
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No community is [far] away from the river. You have these
fragmented native landscapes that are so close to the river.
~Kathleen Murphy
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Ohio River Water Trail

Map 3: Neville Island, Avalon, Ben Avon,
and Bellevue LEGEND
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Ohio River Water Trail
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Environmental Planning and Design (EPD)
Environmental Planning and Design (EPD) worked on the Civic
Amenities Plan (as part of the overall Comprehensive Plan) for over
three years. It has been adopted by the three communities of Avalon,
Bellevue and Ben Avon. Additional monies are being designated
to evaluate the communities’ zoning districts and regulations
in context of the Compret Plan’s rec dations. The
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bicycling opportunities. The other half of the system is proposed to
complement and expand the existing system.

The River front Trail intends to invite people near the water’s edge
to enjoy views of the river and the City of Pittsburgh. As part of the
Plan, access to the Ohio River for kayaks/canoes, via Jack’s Run, is

d (See Star desi: d on riverfront). Based on the physical

project Steering Committee (which includes rep i from
all three c is currently anal more detailed park and
recreation needs for the three communities. As part of this project,
the group is also studying the feasibility of constructing an expanded
pedestrian system.

About half of the system identified on the Civic Amenities Plan exists
in the form of sidewalks and/or right-of-ways. The communities
foresee utilizing signage to further reinforce these pedestrian and

p
capacity of the existing area, a limited amount of supportive facilities
(i.e. parking) could be constructed at this location.







